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to cleave to God's people — from the glory of Israel's God to the
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Introduction

•  •  •

uth's RESOLUTION: A DISCOURSE, Delivered By the late

Reverend JONATHAN EDWARDS, Of Northampton.

HARTFORD: Reprinted by THOMAS GREEN, at the

Heart and Crown, opposite the Courthouse.
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Ruth's Resolution

•  •  •

**Ruth**'s Resolution.

RUTH 1:16._ And Ruth said, entreat me not to leave you,

or to return from following after you; for where you go I will

go, and where you lodge, I will lodge; your People shall be
my People and your God my God.

THE Things that we have the History of in this Book of Ruth,
seem to be inserted into the canon of the Scripture especially on
two Accounts.

1. Because Christ was of Ruth's Posterity. The Holy Ghost

thought fit to take particular Notice of that Marriage of Boaz with
Ruth, whence sprang the Savior of the World. We may often ob-

serve it, that the Holy Spirit that indited the Scriptures often takes

Notice of little Things, minute Occurrences, that do but remotely

relate to Jesus Christ.

Secondly, Because this History seems to be typical of the

Calling of the Gentile Church, and indeed of the Conversion of ev-

ery Believer. Ruth was not originally of Israel, but was a Moabitess
and Alien from the Common-wealth of Israel: But she forsook her

own People, and the Idols of the Gentiles, to worship the God of
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Israel, and to join herself to that People: Herein she seems to be a

Type of the Gentile Church, and also of every sincere convert. Ruth
was the Mother of Christ; he came of her Posterity: so the Church

is Christ's Mother, as she is represented Revelation 12 at the

Beginning. And so also is every true Christian his Mother.

Matthew 12:50. Whoever shall do the Will of my Father
which is in Heaven, the same is my Brother, Sister and
Mother. Christ is what the Soul of every one of the elect is in

Travail with, in the new Birth. Ruth forsook all her natural

Relations, and her own Country, the Land of her Nativity, and all
her former Possessions there, for the sake of the God of Israel; as

every true Christian forsakes all for Christ Psalm 45:10. Hearken
O Daughter, and consider and incline your Ear; forget
also your own People, and your Father's House.

Naomi was now returning out of the Land of Moab, into the

Land of Israel, with her two Daughters-in-law, Orpha and Ruth,

who well represent to us two Sorts of Professors of Religion; Orpha
that Sort that indeed make a fair Profession, and seem to set out

well, but endure but for a while, and then turn back; Ruth that Sort

that are sound and sincere, and therefore are steadfast and perse-
vering in the Way that they have set out in. Naomi in the preceding

Verses represents to these her Daughters the Difficulties of their

leaving their own Country to go with her. And in this Verse may be

observed.

1. The remarkable Conduct and Behavior of Ruth on this

Occasion; with what inflexible Resolution she cleaves to Naomi

and follows her. When Naomi first arose to return from the
Country of Moab into the Land of Israel, Orpha and Ruth both set

out with her; and Naomi exhorts them both to return: And they
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both of them wept, and seemed as if they could not bear the

Thoughts of leaving her, and appeared as if they were resolved to
go with her. Verse 10. And they said unto her, surely we will
return with you unto your People. Then Naomi says to them

again, Turn again my Daughters, go your Way, etc. And

then they were greatly affected again, and Orpha returned and
went back. Now Ruth's Steadfastness in her Purpose had a greater

Trial, but yet is not overcome She clung unto her, Verse 14.

Then Naomi speaks to her again. Verse 15. Behold your Sister-
in-law is gone back to her People, and unto her Gods: re-
turn after your Sister-in-law. And then she shows her immov-

able Resolution in the Text and following Verse.

2. I would particularly observe that wherein the Virtuousness
of this her Resolution consists, namely That it was for the Sake of

the God of Israel, and that she might be one of his People that she

was thus resolved to cleave to Naomi. Your People shall be my
People, and your God my God. It was for God's Sake that she
did thus; and therefore her so doing is afterwards spoken of as a

Virtuous Behavior in her. Chapter 2:11-12. And Boaz answered
and said unto her, it has fully been showed me all that
you have done unto your Mother-in-law, since the Death
of your Husband, and how you have left your Father and
your Mother, and the Land of your Nativity, and have
come unto a People which you knew not heretofore. The
Lord recompense your Work, and a full Reward be given
you of the Lord God of Israel, under whose Wings you
have come to trust. She left her Father and Mother, and the

Land of her Nativity, to come and trust under the Shadow of
God's Wings; and she had indeed a full Reward given her, as
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Boaz wished; for besides immediate spiritual Blessings to her own

Soul and eternal Rewards in another World, she was rewarded
with plentiful and prosperous outward Circumstances, in the

Family of Boaz: and God raised up David and Solomon of her

Seed, and established the Crown of Israel (the People that she

chose before her own People) in her Posterity, and (which is much
more) of her Seed he raised up Jesus Christ, in whom all the

Families of the Earth are blessed.

From the Words thus opened, I observe this for the Subject of
my present Discourse.

When those that we have formerly been conversant
with, are turning to God and joining themselves to his
People, it ought to be our firm Resolution that we will not
leave them: but that their People shall be our People, and
their God our God.

It is sometimes so, that of those that have been conversant one

with another that have dwelt together as Neighbours, and have

been often together as Companions, or have been united in near
Relation, and have been together in Darkness, Bondage and

Misery, in the Service of Satan some are enlightened and have

their Minds changed, are made to see the great End of Sin, and

have their Hearts turned to God, and are influenced by the Holy
Spirit of God to leave their Company that are on Satan's Side, to go

it join themselves with that blessed Company that are on Christ's

Side: they are made willing to forsake the Tents of Wickedness, to

dwell in the Land of Uprightness with the People of God.
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And sometimes this proves a final Parting or Separation be-

tween them and those that they have been formerly conversant
with. Though it may be no parting in outward Respects, they may

still dwell together and may converse one with another; yet in

other Respects it sets them at a great distance one from another:

One is a Child of God, and the Other the Enemy of God: One is in a
miserable and the Other in a happy Condition; One is a Citizen of

the heavenly Zion, the Other is under Condemnation to Hell. They

are no longer together in those Respects wherein they used to be

together: They used to be of one Mind to serve Sin, and do Satan's
Work: now they are of contrary Minds: They used to be together in

Worldliness, and in Vanity, now they are of exceeding different

Dispositions. They are separated as they are in different

Kingdoms: the One remains in the Kingdom of Darkness, the
Other is translated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son: And

sometimes they are finally separated in these Respects: While One

dwells in the Land of Israel, and in the House of God; the Other,
like Orpha lives and dies in the Land of Moab.

Now it is lamentable when it is thus: It is awful being parted

so: It is doleful, when those that have formerly been together in
Sin, some turn to God and join themselves with his People, that it

should prove a parting between them and their former

Companions and Acquaintance. It should be our firm and inflexi-

ble Resolution in such a Case, that it shall be no parting, but that
we will follow them, that their People shall be our People, and their

God our God; and that for the following Reasons.

1. Because their God is a glorious God. There is none like him,
who is infinite in Glory and Excellency. He is the most high God

glorious in Holiness fearful in Praises, doing Wonders. His Name
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is excellent in all the Earth, and his Glory is above the Earth and

the Heavens: Among the Gods there is none like unto him; there is
none in Heaven that can be compared to him, neither are there any

among the Sons of the Mighty to be likened unto him. Their God is

the Fountain of all Good, and an inexhaustible Fountain; he is all-

sufficient, a God that is able to protect and defend them and to do
all Things for them: He is the King of Glory the Lord strong and

mighty, the Lord mighty in Battle: A strong Tower and Defence.

There is none like the God of Jeshurun, who rides upon the

Heaven in their Help, and in his Excellency in the Sky: The
Eternal God is their Refuge, and underneath are the everlasting

Arms: He is a God that has all Things in his Hands, to do as he

pleases: He kills, and makes alive; he brings down to the Grave,

and brings up. The Pillars of the Earth are the Lord's. Their God is
an infinitely holy God. There is none holy as the Lord: for there is

none beside thee: neither is there any Rock like our God. He is

good and merciful. But this is a God that delights in Mercy; his
Mercy is infinite and endures forever. He is the Fountain and

Ocean of it.

Such a God is their God! Such is the Excellency of Jacob! Such
is the God of them that forsake their Sins and are converted! They

have made a happy Choice who have chosen this God for their

God. They have made a happy Exchange indeed that have ex-

changed Sin and the World for such a God! They have an excellent
and glorious Savior, who is the only begotten Son of God; the

Brightness of his Father's Glory; One in whom God from Eternity

had infinite Delight: A Savior of infinite Love; One that has shed

his own Blood, and made his Soul an Offering for their Sins; and
One that is able to save them to the uttermost.
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II. Their People are an excellent and happy People. God has

renewed them, and stamped his own Image upon them and made
them Partakers of his Holiness. They are more excellent than their

Neighbours. Proverbs 12:26. Yea, they are the excellent of the

Earth, Psalm 16:3. They are lovely in the Sight of the Angels; and

they have their Souls adorned with those Graces, that in the Sight
of God himself are of great Price.

The People of God are the most excellent and happy Society in

the World. That God whom they have chosen for their God, is their
Father; he has pardoned all their Sins, and they are at Peace with

him; and he has admitted them to all the Privileges of his Children.

As they have devoted themselves to God, so God has given himself

to them: He is become their Salvation and their Portion: His
Power and Mercy, and all his Attributes are theirs. They are in a

safe State, free from all Possibility of perishing: Satan has no

Power to destroy them. God carries them on Eagle's Wings, far

above Satan's Reach, and above the Reach of all the Enemies of
their Souls. God is with them in this World; they have his gra-

cious Presence; God is for them, who then can be against them? As

the Mountains are round about Jerusalem, so JEHOVAH is round
about them. God is their Shield, and their exceeding great Reward;

and their Fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus

Christ: and they have the divine Promise and Oath, that in the
World to come they shall dwell forever in the glorious Presence
of God.

It may well be sufficient to induce us to resolve to cleave to

those that forsake their Sins and Idols, to join themselves with this
People, that God is with them. Zechariah 8:23. Thus saith the
Lord of Hosts, in those Days it shall come to pass, that
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ten Men shall take hold, out of all Languages of the
Nations: even shall take hold of the Skirt of him that is a
Jew, saying. We will go with you: for we have heard that
God is with you. So should Persons as it were take hold of the

Skirt of their Neighbours and Companions that have turned to

God, and resolve that they will go with them, because God is with
them.

3 Happiness is nowhere else to be had, but in their God, and

with their People. There are that are called gods many, and lords
many. Some make gods of their pleasures; some choose Mammon

for their God; some make gods of their own supposed excellencies,

or the outward advantages they have above their neighbors; some

choose one thing for their God, and others another: But men can
be happy in no other God but the God of Israel. He is the only

Fountain of Happiness. Other gods cannot help in calamity; nor

can any of them afford what the poor empty soul stands in need of.

Let men adore those other gods never so much, and call upon
them never so earnestly, and serve them never so diligently, they

will nevertheless remain poor, wretched, unsatisfied, undone crea-

tures. All other people are miserable, but that people whose God is
the Lord. The world is divided into two societies: There are the

People of God, the little Flock of Jesus Christ, that company that

we read of Revelation 14:4. These are they which were not
defiled with women; for they are virgins: These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth: These
were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits
unto God and to the Lamb. And there are those that belong to

the Kingdom of Darkness; that are without Christ, being aliens
from the Commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenants
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of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world. All that

are of this latter company, are wretched and undone; they are the
enemies of God, and under His wrath and condemnation: They are

the Devil's slaves, that serve him blindfold, and are befooled and

ensnared by him, and hurried along in the broad way to eternal

perdition.

4. When those that we have formerly been conversant with, are

turning to God, and to His People, their Example ought to influ-

ence us. Their example should be looked upon as the call of God to
us, to do as they have done. God, when He changes the heart of

one, calls upon another; especially does He loudly call on those

that have been their friends and acquaintance. We have been influ-

enced by their examples in evil, and shall we cease to follow them
when they make the wisest choice that ever they made, and do the

best thing that ever he did? If we have been companions with them

in worldliness, in vanity, in unprofitable and sinful conversation, it

will be an hard case, if there must be a parting now, because we be
not willing to be companions with them in holiness, and true hap-

piness. Men are greatly influenced by seeing one another's pros-

perity in other things. If those that they have been much conver-
sant with, grow rich, and obtain any great earthly advantages, it

awakens their ambition and eager desire after the like prosperity:

How much more should they be influenced, and stirred up to fol-

low them, and be like them, when they obtain that spiritual and
eternal happiness that is infinitely more worth than all the pros-

perity and glory of this world.

5. Our resolutions to cleave to and follow those that are turning
to God, and joining themselves to His People, ought to be fixed

and strong, because of the great difficulty of it. If we will cleave to
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them, and have their God for our God, and their People for our

People we must mortify and deny all our lusts, and cross every evil
appetite and inclination, and forever part with all sin. But our lusts

are many and violent. Sin is naturally exceeding dear to us; to part

with it is compared to plucking out our right eyes. Men may refrain

from wonted ways of sin for a little while, and may deny their lusts
in a partial degree, with less difficulty; but it is heart-rending work

finally to part with all sin, and give our dearest lusts a bill of di-

vorce, utterly to send them away. But this we must do if we would

follow those that are truly turning to God: Yea, we must not only
forsake sin, but must, in a sense, forsake all the world, Luke 14:33

Whosoever he be of you, that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple. That is, he must forsake all in
his heart, and must come to a thorough disposition and readi-
ness, actually to quit all for God, and the glorious spiritual privi-

leges of His People, whenever the case may require it; and that

without any prospect of anything of the like nature, or any worldly
thing whatsoever to make amends for it; and all to go into a

strange country, a land that has hitherto been unseen; like

Abraham, who being called of God, went out of his own coun-
try, and from his kindred, and from his Father's house,
for a land that God would show him, not knowing
whither he went.

Thus it was a hard thing for Ruth to forsake her native country,
and her father and mother, her kindred and acquaintance, and all

the pleasant things she had in the land of Moab, to dwell in the

land of Israel, where she had never been. Naomi told her of the dif-

ficulties once and again. They were too hard for her sister Orpha;
the consideration of them turned her back after she was set out.
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Her resolution was not firm enough to overcome them. But so

firmly resolved was Ruth that she broke through all; she was
steadfast in it, that let the difficulty be what it would, she would

not leave her mother-in-law. So persons had need to be very firm

in their resolution to conquer the difficulties that are in the way of

cleaving to them that are indeed turning from sin to God.

6. Our cleaving to them, and having their God for our God, and

their People for our People depends on our resolution and choice:

And that in two respects.

1 The firmness of resolution in using means in order to it, is the

Way to have means effectual. There are means appointed in

order to our becoming some of the true Israel, and having their
God for our God; and the thorough use of these means is the way

to have success; but not a slack or flighty use of them. And that we

may be thorough, there is need of strength of resolution, a firm

and inflexible disposition and bent of mind to be universal in the
use of means, and to do what we do with our might, and to perse-

vere in it Matthew 11:12 The Kingdom of Heaven suffereth
violence and the violent take it by force.

2 A choosing of their God, and their People with a full determi-

nation, and with the whole soul is the condition of an union
with them. God gives every man his choice in this matter; as
Orpha and Ruth had their choice, whether they would go with

Naomi into the land of Israel, or stay in the land of Moab. A natu-

ral man may choose deliverance from hell: but no man doth ever

heartily choose God and Christ and the spiritual benefits that
Christ has purchased, and the happiness of God's People till he is
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converted. On the contrary, he is averse to them; he has no relish

of them; and is wholly ignorant of the inestimable worth and value
of them.

Many carnal men do seem to choose these things, but do it not

really; as Orpha seemed at first to choose to forsake Moab to go
into the land of Israel: But when Naomi came to set before her the

difficulty of it, she went back; and thereby showed that she was not

fully determined in her choice, and that her whole soul was not in

it as Ruth's was.

Finis.
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Application

•  •  •

Application.

he use that I shall make of what has been said, is to move

sinners to this resolution, with respect to those amongst us

that have lately turned to God, and joined themselves to the
flock of Christ. It is now through the abundant mercy and grace of

God to us in this place, that it may be said of many of you, that are

in a Christless condition, that you have lately been left by those

that were formerly with you in such a state. There are those that
you have formerly been conversant with, that have lately forsaken

a life of sin, and the service of Satan, and have turned to God and

fled to Christ, and joined themselves to that blessed company that

are with him. They formerly were with you in sin and in misery,
but now they are with you no more, in that state or manner of life:

They are changed, and have fled from the wrath to come: They

have chosen a life of holiness here, and the enjoyment of God here-

after. They were formerly your associates in bondage and were
with you in Satan's business; but now you have their company no

longer in these things. Many of you have seen those that you live

with under the same roof, turning from being any longer with you

in sin, to be with the people of Jesus Christ. Some of you that are
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husbands, have had your wives; and some of you that are wives

have had your husbands; some of you that are children, have had
your parents; and parents have had your children; many of you

have had your brothers and sisters; and many your near neigh-

bours, and acquaintance, and special friends; many of you that are

young have had your companions: I say, many of you have had
those that you have been thus concerned with, leaving you, forsak-

ing that doleful life, and wretched state that you still continue in.

God of his good pleasure, and wonderful grace, has lately caused it

to be so in this place, that multitudes have been forsaking their old
abodes, in the land of Moab, and under the gods of Moab, and go-

ing into the land of Israel, to put their trust under the wings of the

Lord God of Israel. Though you and they have been nearly related,

and have dwelt together, or have been often together, and inti-
mately acquainted one with another, they have been taken, and

you hitherto left! O let it not be the foundation of a final parting!

But earnestly follow them; be firm in your resolution in this mat-
ter. Don't do as Orpha did, who though at first she made as though

she would follow Naomi, yet when she had the difficulty of it set

before her, went back: But say as Ruth, I will not leave you, but
where you go I will go: Your People shall be my People,
and your God my God. Say as she said, and do as she did.

Consider the excellency of their God, and their Savior, and the

happiness of their people, the blessed state that they are in, and

the doleful state that you are in.

You that are old sinners, that have lived long in the service of

Satan, have lately seen some that were with you, that have traveled

with you in the paths of sin, these many years, that with you en-
joyed great means and advantages, that have had calls and warn-
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ings with you, and with you passed through remarkable times of

the pouring out of God's Spirit in this place, and have hardened
their hearts, and stood it out with you, and with you have grown

old in sin; I say, you have seen some of them turning to God, that

is, you have seen those evidences of it in them whence you may ra-

tionally judge that it is so. O! let it not be a final parting! You have
been thus long together in sin, and under condemnation; let it be

your firm resolution now if possible you will be with them still,

now they are in a holy and happy state, and that you will go with

them into the holy and pleasant land.

You that tell of your having been seeking salvation for many

years though without doubt, in a poor low way, in comparison of

what you ought to have done: You have seen some that have been
with you in that respect, that were old sinners, and old seekers as

you are, obtaining mercy. God has lately roused them from their

dullness, and caused them to alter their hand, put them on more

thorough endeavors; and they have now after so long a time, heard
God's voice, and have fled for refuge to the Rock of Ages. Let this

awaken earnestness and resolution in you. Resolve that you will

not leave them.

You that are in youth, how many have you seen of your age and

standing, that have of late hopefully chosen God for their God, and

Christ for their Savior! You have followed them in sin, and perhaps
followed them into vain company; and will you not now follow

them to Christ?

And you that are children, there have lately been some of your
sort that have repented of their sins, and have loved the Lord Jesus

Christ, and trusted in him, and are become God's children, as we

have reason to hope: Let it stir you up to resolve to your utmost to
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seek and cry to God, that you may have the like change made in

your hearts, that their people may be your people, and their God
your God.

You that are great sinners, that have made yourselves distin-

guishingly guilty, by the wicked practices you have lived in, there
are some of your sort that have lately (as we have reason to hope)

had their hearts broken for sin, and have forsaken it, and have

trusted in the blood of Christ for the pardon of it, and have chosen

a holy life, and have betaken themselves to the ways of wisdom:
Let it excite and encourage you, resolutely to cleave to them, and

earnestly to follow them. Here let the following things be

considered.

1. That your soul is as precious as theirs. It is immortal as well

as theirs; and stands in as much need of happiness, and can as ill

bear eternal misery. You were by nature in the same miserable

condition that they were, and had the same wrath of God abiding
on you. You must stand before the same Judge, who will be as

strict in judgment with you as with them; and your own righteous-

ness will stand you in no more stead before him than theirs; and
therefore you stand in as absolute necessity of a Savior as they.

Carnal confidences can no more answer your end than theirs; nor

can this world or its enjoyments, serve to make you happy without

God and Christ more than them. When the Bridegroom comes the
foolish virgins stand in as much need of oil as the wise, Matthew

25 at the beginning.

2. Unless you follow them in their turning to God, their conver-
sion will be a foundation of an eternal separation between you and

them. You will be in different interests and in exceeding different

states as long as you live; they the children of God and you the
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children of Satan: and you will be parted in another world; when

you come to die there will be a vast separation between you, Luke
16:26. And besides all this, between us and you there is a
great gulf fixed so that they that would pass from hence
to you cannot, neither can they pass to us, that would
come from thence. And you will be parted at the day of judg-
ment. You will be parted at Christ's first appearance in the clouds

of heaven. While they are caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord

in the air, to be ever with the Lord, you will remain below confined

to this cursed ground, that is kept in store, reserved unto fire,
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. You

will appear separated from them, while you stand before the great

judgment seat, they being at the right hand, while you are set at

the left, Matthew 25:32-33. And before him shall be gathered
all nations; and he shall separate them one from another
as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats; and he
shall set the sheep on his right hand but the goats on the
left. And you shall then appear in exceeding different circum-

stances: While you stand with devils, in the image and deformity of

devils and in ineffable horror and amazement, they shall appear in

glory, sitting on thrones, as assessors with Christ, and as such
passing judgment upon you, 1 Corinthians 6:2. And what shame

and confusion will then cover you, when so many of your contem-

poraries, your equals, your neighbours, relations and companions,

shall be honored, and openly acknowledged and confessed by the
glorious Judge of the universe, and Redeemer of saints, and shall

be seen by you sitting with him in such glory, and you shall appear

to have neglected your salvation and not to have improved your

opportunities, and rejected the Lord Jesus Christ the same person
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that will then appear as your great Judge, and you shall be the sub-

jects of such wrath, and as it were trodden down in eternal con-
tempt and disgrace, Daniel 12:2. Some shall rise to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And

what a wide separation will the sentence that shall be then passed

and executed make between you and them! When you shall be sent
away out of the presence of the Judge, with indignation and abhor-

rence as vile and loathsome creatures, and they shall be sweetly ac-

costed and invited into his glory, as his dear friends, and the

blessed of his Father! When you, with all that vast throng of
wicked and accursed men and devils, shall descend with bitter

lamentings, and horrid shrieks, into that dreadful gulf of fire and

brimstone, and shall be swallowed up in that great and everlasting

furnace while they shall joyfully, and with sweet songs of glory and
praise, ascend with Christ, and all that beauteous and blessed com-

pany of saints and angels into eternal felicity, in the glorious pres-

ence of God, and the sweet embraces of his love; and you and they
shall spend eternity in such a separation, and immensely different

circumstances! And that however you have been intimately ac-

quainted and nearly related, close-united and mutually conversant

here in this world; and how much soever you have taken delight in
each other's company! Shall it be so after you have been together a

great while, each of you in undoing yourselves, enhancing your

guilt, and heaping up wrath, that their so wisely changing their

minds, and their course, and choosing such happiness for them-
selves, should now at length be the beginning of such an exceeding

and everlasting separation between you and them? How awful will

it be to be parted so!
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3. Consider the great encouragement that God gives you,

earnestly to strive for the same blessing that others have obtained.
There is great encouragement in the word of God to sinners, to

seek salvation; in the revelation that we have of the abundant pro-

vision made for the salvation even of the chief of sinners, and in

the appointment of so many means to be used with and by sinners,
in order to their salvation; and by the blessing which God in his

word connects with the means of his appointment. There is hence

great encouragement for all, at all times, that will be thorough in

using of these means. But now God gives extraordinary encourage-
ment in his providence by pouring out his Spirit so remarkably

amongst us, and bringing savingly home to himself, all sorts,

young and old, rich and poor, wise and unwise, sober and vicious,

of self-righteous seekers, and profligate livers; no sort are exempt.
There is now at this day, amongst us, the loudest call, and the

greatest encouragement, and the widest door opened to sinners, to

escape out of a state of sin and condemnation, that perhaps God
ever granted in New England. Who is there that has an immortal

soul, that is so foolish as not to improve such an opportunity, and

that won't bestir himself with all his might now? How unreason-

able is negligence, and how unseasonable is discouragement at
such a day as this! Will you be so stupid as to neglect your soul

now? Will any mortal amongst us, be so unreasonable, as to lag be-

hind, or draw back in discouragement, when God opens such a

door! Let every single person be thoroughly awake! Let every one
encourage himself now to press forward, and fly for his life!

4. Consider how earnestly desirous they that have obtained are

that you should follow them, and that their People should be your
People, and their God your God. They desire that you should par-
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take of the great Good that God has given them, and that unspeak-

able and eternal Blessedness that he has promised them. They
wish and long for it. If you don't go with them and are not still of

their Company, it won't be for Want of their Willingness, but your

own. That of Moses to Hobab, is the Language of every true Saint

of your Acquaintance to you. Numbers 10:29 We are journeying
unto the Place of which the Lord said I will give it you:
Come thou with us, and we will do thee Good; for the
Lord hath spoken Good concerning Israel. As Moses, when

on his Journey through the Wilderness following the Pillar of
Cloud and Fire, invited Hobab, that he had been acquainted with,

and nearly allied to, out of the Land of Midian, where Moses had

formerly dwelt with him, to go with him and his People to Canaan,

to partake with them in the Good that God had promised them; so
do those of your Friends and Acquaintance, invite you out of a

Land of Darkness and Wickedness, where they have formerly been

with you, to go with them to the heavenly Canaan. The Company of
Saints, the true Church of Christ invite you. The lovely Bride calls

you to the Marriage Supper. She hath Authority to invite Guests to

her own Wedding; and you ought to look on her Invitation and

Desire as the Call of Christ the Bridegroom; for it is the Voice of his
Spirit in her, Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the Bride say
come. Where seems to be a reference to what had been said,

Chapter 19:7, 8, 9 The Marriage of the Lamb is come, and
his Wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine Linen clean and white;
for the fine Linen is the Righteousness of Saints. And he
saith unto me, Write; Blessed are they which are called to
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb It is with Respect to this
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her Marriage Supper that she, from the Motion of the Spirit of the

Lamb in her, says Come. So that you are invited on all Hands; all
conspire to call you. God the Father invites you: This is the King

that has made a Marriage for his Son; and he sends forth his

Servants the Ministers of the Gospel, to invite the Guests. And the

Son himself invites you: It is he that speaks. Revelation 22:17. And
let him that heareth, say come; and let him that is athirst
come: and whosoever will, let him come. He tells us who he

is in the foregoing Verse. I Jesus, the Root and Offspring of
David, the bright and morning Star. And God's Ministers in-
vite you, and all the Church invites you; and there will be Joy in

the Presence of the Angels of God, that Hour that you accept of the

Invitation.

5. Consider what a doleful Company that will be that be left af-

ter this extraordinary Time of Mercy is over. We have Reason to

think that there will be a Number left. We read that when Ezekiel's

healing Waters increased so abundantly, and the healing Effect of
them was so very general; yet there were certain Places where the

Waters came, that never were healed. Ezekiel 47:9, 10-11. And it
shall come to pass, that every Thing that liveth, which
moveth, whithersoever the Rivers come, shall live. And
there be a very great Multitude of Fish, because these
Waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed, and
every Thing shall live, whither the River cometh. And it
shall come to pass, that the Fishers shall stand upon it,
from En-gedi, even unto Eneglaim; they shall be a Place
to spread forth Nets: There Fish shall be according to
their Kinds, as the Fish of the Great Sea, exceeding many.
But the miry Places thereof, and the Marshes thereof,
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shall not be healed, they shall be given to Salt. And even in

the Apostles Times, when there was such wonderful Success of the
Gospel, yet wherever they came there were some that did not be-

lieve. Acts 13:48. And when the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad, and glorified the Word of the Lord, and as
many as were ordained to eternal Life believed. And
Chapter 28:24 And some believed, and some believed not.
So we have no Reason to expect, but there will be some left

amongst us. It is to be hoped it will be but a small Company: But

what a doleful Company will it be! How darkly and awfully will it
look upon them! If you shall be of that Company, how well may

your Friends and Relations lament over you, and bemoan your

dark and dangerous Circumstances! If you would not be one of

them, make haste, delay not, and look not behind you. Shall all
Sorts obtain, shall every one press into the Kingdom of God, while

you stay loitering behind in a doleful, undone Condition? Shall ev-

ery one take Heaven, while you remain with no other Portion but
this World? Now take up that Resolution, that if it be possible you

cleave to them that have fled for Refuge to lay hold of the Hope set

before them. Count the cost of a thorough, violent and perpetual

Pursuit of Salvation, and forsake all, as Ruth forsook her own
Country, and all her pleasant Enjoyment in it. Don't do as Orpha

did; who set out, and then was discouraged, and went back: But

hold out with Ruth through all Discouragement and Opposition.

When you consider others, that have chosen the better Part, let
that Resolution be ever firm with you, Where thou goest I will
go; where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy People shall be
my People, and thy God my God.
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Thanks for Reading

•  •  •

If you spotted a typo or have feedback, the email is
sam@goodsoilapps.com — or use the in-app feedback form in

Christian Reader.
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